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Composition — Classical

Vocabulary

rhythm the pattern of long and short sounds in music

tempo how fast or slow the music is
(e.g. Largo = slowly, Andante = walking pace,
Allegro = quickly)

melodg the main tune of the music that you can sing or
hum

dynam’tcs how loud or quiet the music is

Classical music is often perjcormed as part of an orchestra.

An orchestra is a large group of musicians who plag , Civalids
different instruments together. Typically, dassical music is '
played with string instruments, Tor example violins, viola,

cello, double bass and harp. Theg can also include

woodwind, brass, percussion and kegboard. instruments.

The way that a piece of music is composed and performed makes it ‘classical’

Symbols for Dynamics

Music is written as a series of Note Name Beats
notes on a stave. _
e Crescendo ( <) means gmdu.allg getting louder. s semibreve 4 beats
The pi.tch is described bg how N
® Decrescendo or diminuendo ( =) means gmduallg getting quieter. high up the stave the note is minim 2 beats
e Fortissimo (if) means very loud.. drawn.
The d o is sh 1 crotchet 1 beat
e Pianissimo (PP) means very qu,'wt. e duration is snown Y
dif ferent shapes of note. J\
) quaver 2 beat
A stave has five lines and four spaces, where notes are written. A lot of music is written in
Notes on the lines Notes in the spaces common time or I+/|+ Ea'Ch bar ﬁ Sq’quuawr Vs beat
(EGBDF) (FACE) contains four crotchet beats.
= o O Other notes and rests can be .
O O = o i used, as long as their total
O ? G B D F F A C E duration equals Four crotchet

beats.




