
   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary  

civilisations   a large group of people living in an organised way 
with laws 

pharaoh a ruler of Ancient Egypt 

afterlife life after death, as believed by the Ancient 
Egyptians 

mummification preserving a body after death 

dynasty a series of rulers or leaders who are from the 
same family 

archaeologist a person who studies the past by digging up 
remains and artefacts 

artefact an object made or used by people in the past 

Ancient Civilisations   

Harmonious: 

 

 

      
Chronology and Timelines 

The first civilisations appeared 

thousands of years ago. 

They include: 

• Ancient Sumer (Iraq, c. 4500 

BC) 

• Ancient Egypt (Egypt, c. 3100 

BC) 

• Indus valley (India and 

Pakistan, c. 2600 BC) 

• Shang dynasty (China, c. 

1600 BC) 

• Ancient Maya (central 

America, c. 2000 BC) 

Civilisations often developed near 

rivers, which provided: 

• water for drinking and 

farming 

• fertile soil for crops   

• food (fish, animals nearby) 

 

 

 

A civilisation is a large group of 

people who: 

• share an organised 

government and laws 

• have specialised jobs 

(famers, builders, priests, 

scribes) 

• use a writing system 

• follow shared beliefs and 

culture 

 

 

 

The Ancient Egyptians, like many 

other ancient civilisations, built 

their cities near rivers and 

natural wells because water was 

essential for survival.  

 

Ancient Egypt 

• Pharaohs ruled as kings or 

queens. 

• Pyramids and later tombs 

were built as burial places 

for pharaohs, to protect 

their bodies and possessions 

for the afterlife. 

• Egyptians made medical 

advances, such as herbal 

remedies, surgery and 

mummification 

 



 


