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Ancient Civilisations

A dvilisation is a large group of

people who:

® share an organised
government and laws

® have specialised jobs
(famers, builders, priests,
scribes)

® Uuse a ert'Lng sgstem

o Yollow shared beliefs and

culture

Vocabulary

civilisations a large group of people living in an organised way
with laws

pharaoh a ruler of Andient Eqypt

afterlife life after death, as believed by the Ancient
Eguptians

mummi fication preserving a body after death

dynasty a series of rulers or leaders who are from the
same family

archaeologist a person who studies the past by digging up
remains and artefacts

artefact an ob ject made or used by people in the past

The Ancient Egyptians, like many
other ancient civilisations, built
their cities near rivers and
natural wells because water was

essential for survival.
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Aztecs & Mayans

Ancient Eqypt

o Pharaohs ruled as kings or

o[ueens .

« Pyramids and later tombs
were built as burial places
Jor pharaohs, to protect

their bodies and possessions

for the afterlife.

 Egyptians made medical
advances, such as herbal
remedies, surgery and

mummi fication
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The First dvilisations appeared

thousands of years ago.

They indude:

e Andent Sumer (Irag, c. +500
BC)

®  Ancient Egypt (Eggp‘[, c. 3100
BC)

e Indus valley (India and

Pakistan, c. 2600 BC)

e Shang dynasty (China, c.
1600 BC)

e Andent Maya (central

America, ¢. 2000 BC)

Civilisations often devaloped near

rivers, which provided:

o water for drinking and

Farming
o fertile soil for crops

o food (fish, animals nearby)
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Maya cvilisation is divided info

civilismiion a large group of people with organised three pe.r‘inu:l.i: The Mu,Hﬂ. civilisation is unigue among ancent cvilisations
government, Jubs. I:*'LW:FS and culture because it d.wel:nped without h-ei.ng based around a m.a jor

hierardhy a system where peaple are ranked by * Predasic lc. 2000 BC — AD river. Instead, the M;],Ha md.a.p‘tzd, to dense rainforest and
l:npnrta.m and poveer 290) seasonal rai.nj:a,u,_

prizsst a religiows leader ¢ Classic (AD 250 — 900)

— oFfering lsometimes Jood, cbjects or even | | ® Postdassic (AD 400- 1500s) The Maya developed large-scale farming techniques:
peaple] 1o the gods The Maya civilisation declined, but | | @ terrace farming on hillsides

puramid temple | large St’“'PFBd*_ buildings used for worship Maya pesple and aspects of their * canal systems for irrigation
and ceremonics oulture still exist tnrla.H_

astronomy the study of the sun. moon. stars and These methods hz].pad, them grow crops sudh as maize
plansts (corn) and beans.

The andent I"-"‘l].H-IJ. made meurtunt advances in mathematics,

i.m:JJ.J.dlng the wse n:rf a baze-20 nuwmber sgst-am, and the WLH Ral.lgm was central to h'h!p li.:f!;

LLSE CI:I: ZErd as A FI[G.CJE-I'I.IJHE-F

L B-zllzf in many gnds linked to nature and d.ﬂ.l.l.ld li.j:e.
® FRituals and ceremonies at pHmmid tem.plas

Socety and Religion

The Mu,Hﬂ, had a strict social
I‘LLE;PE.I"CJ‘IH

L pr‘Lzsts. at the Tup
*  rulers and m::l:u'Ll.LtH

®  warriors and mj:tsmm

8 Point C-nmpu.ss

Hmmpas&helpsusﬁmidiradiun.mnmdutcﬁnmm
called Morth, East, South, and West — these are the cardinal
peints. Between them are _‘f-::uu.r more directions: North-Fast,
South-Fast. South-West. and Morth-West Together, these
make an 3—|:n|.n:tmn|m£ Cﬂnlpm&ﬂ&useanmﬂmﬁcnudlaﬂmt
alm&p points north, which hzlps us work out the other

ns.
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®  enslaved Fﬂuple, at the bottom.




