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Musical Theatre

Musical theatre combines
songs, spoken dialogue and
dance to tell a story. A
musical is different to a
play as it applies more
importance to the songs
and. music over other ele-

ments of the production.

Musical theatre is a genre in itself. It is often quite stylistic and can
use a variety of theatrical techniques. This genre can overlap with

the Opera. genre, however, they are not the same.

Key Vocabulary

staff

the written format of a piece of music, which includes
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Musical Theatre Songs Staff Notation

Within musical theatre, there are two types of songs: solo

v M Staff notation is a
songs and. ensemble numbers. One Day More ff
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way of writing music
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about how a character is feeling Whereas, ensemble num-

bers require a larger amount of performers and often re-

veal the plot or mood within the musical. sing musical notes.

Ensemble singing describes how a. choir of many voices blends Performers must be

able to read staff

together to sound like one bLg voice. Each individual singer

will have their own part to play; whether that is singing at a . e oo ) _ notation to ensure
different pitch or dynamic to others. - e consistency between

them and the instru-

ments accompani-

ments.

Scales

A scale is a group of notes arranged by ascending or de-

produce a pleasing ef fect

notation: |shows the notes, length of notes and pitch of notes scending order of pitch. Scales are important because they
are a 9reat start'mg po'mt Jcor creatlng ideas
pitch. how high or how low sounds are for melodies, bass lines and hooks. The distance be-
tween two pitches in a scale is called an interval.
dynamics |how loud or how quiet a piece of music is The intervals between each pitch give a scale its specific sound
and feeling. There are many different scales and each one
expression | feelings portrayed when playing music or singing songs can con jure up different feelings and moods. %
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rhythm: | a pattern of sounds of different durations minor scale = sad and PR
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