
Welcome to our 
Curriculum 
Workshop



If you hear the fire alarm, please stop what you are 

doing and follow the teachers outside.

A register will be taken to ensure everyone is present.

Use of mobile phones is not permitted in school. Please keep 

these in your bag or pocket (on silent).

The children will be brought down at 3.20 to join for the final 10 minutes.

Any siblings will be looked after by Mr Mayes and Miss Mansfield until 

3.30.



Aims:

•To understand the Reception curriculum at BVC.

•To understand how phonics is taught at Burwell Village 
College Primary School.

•To understand how you can support your child with their 
phonics and reading at home.



The Foundation Stage

Prime Areas

- Communication and Language 

- Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

- Physical Development

Specific Areas

- Mathematics

- Literacy

- Understanding the World

- Expressive Arts and Design

The children have an opportunity to develop skills in each of these areas through 
focused teaching input as well as cross curricular challenges that they can access 

throughout the week.

The Curriculum is based around 7 areas of learning:



The Outdoor Curriculum

• Children will be learning outdoors in 
all weathers! It is important to 
provide a coat each day please.

• Please make sure the children bring 
a hat and have sun cream applied 
before school in warmer weather.

• Wellies – please provide your child 
with a pair of wellies to be kept at 
school - named and pegged 
together or in a bag.



General reminders:

• PE day is Wednesday – wear PE kit all day. No jewellery. 

• Please do not send toys into school 

• Please make sure water bottles only contain water 

• Please make sure all items of clothing are named 

• Please send reading folder in everyday 
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Personal Social and Emotional Development
• Self–care – managing hygiene and personal needs 

• Washing hands and toilet training 

• Practise putting on their coat, taking off jumper etc.

Early Learning Goals

Self-Regulation

• Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly.

• Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate.

• Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.

Managing Self  

• Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.

• Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.

• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.

Building Relationships

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.

• Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.

• Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.



Behaviour Policy and Reward System

Reward System:

• Class Dojo

• Dojo champion

• Star of the Week

Behaviour policy

• Warning system – 2 warnings and then a 
red dojo.



Mathematics
• Our approach to mathematics is very practical and 

hands on to ensure the children develop a secure 
understanding of number sense and the fundamental 
concepts that underpin the entire maths curriculum

• We use Numberblocks as a stimulus to engage the 
children

• We have a strong emphasis on mathematical 
vocabulary

• We provide the children with opportunities to 
experience maths in whole class, small group and 
individual teaching input 

• The children have lots of opportunities to further 
develop their understanding through exploration, both 
inside the classroom and in the outdoor area.



Mathematics
Early Learning Goals
Number

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number.

• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.

• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds 
up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts. 

Numerical Patterns 

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognizing the pattern of the counting system.

• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater 
than, less than or the same as the other quantity.

• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double 
facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.



Literacy
• Daily phonics lesson using Bug Club.

• Book Hook – weekly focus book. 

• We have been practising name writing at school. Please help 
your child to practise writing their name at home.

Early Learning Goal – Writing 

• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.

• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the 
sounds with a letter or letters.

• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.



Letter formation
• In Reception we teach the children print letter formation.
• Daily handwriting lessons and opportunities to practice. 
• It is important that the children are continuing to develop good fine motor skills to support their emerging 

handwriting

Fine Motor:
• Lots of opportunities to develop their fine motor skills in the classroom

Dough Disco
• Strengthens the hand and finger muscles

Gross motor:
• It is important that the children also develop their gross motor skills to give them good posture for sitting as 

well as improving their shoulder stability.
• Climbing, swinging on monkey bars, crawling, obstacle courses, yoga etc.

Early Learning Goal – Writing 
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.



What is the progression of phonics?

•The children start by learning the sound for individual letters

   



What is the progression of phonics?

•They then move on to learning the sound that groups of letters 

make



What is the progression of phonics?

•  When they are confident with recognising the sounds that 

letters make they can begin to put sounds together (blending) to 

read words      cat          sat 

• Identifying digraphs / trigraphs within words

coat             down            shop



Phonics - Vocabulary that we use
•  Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound. Eg. /a/

•  Grapheme: The written symbol for a sound. Eg. a

•  Digraph: Two letters that make one sound. Eg. /ai/

•  Trigraph: Three letters that make one sound. Eg. /igh/

•  Quadgraph: Four letters that make one sound. Eg. /eigh/

•  Split vowel digraph: Two letters that make one sound that are split with a 

consonant. Eg. /a-e/ like in cake

• Sound buttons: Each sound button indicates an individual sound. 

Eg. cat  rain  make
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•  CVC word: Single syllable word made up of a consonant, vowel, 

consonant. Eg. Pig or light

•  Irregular word: A word that does not fit with the spelling rules that 

the children have learnt

•  High Frequency word: Words that appear most frequently in written 

text

•  Decoding: Breaking a written word into sounds

•  Blending: Joining individual sounds together to read a word

•  Oral blending: Hearing the sounds in a word and putting them 

together

•  Segmenting: Hearing the individual sounds in words to spell



What is the progression of phonics?

Writing

•  Identifying initial sounds

•  They learn how to represent those sounds with graphemes

•  Writing simple CVC words

•  Then words that contain more complex sounds or are multi-syllabic

•  Then they write captions and sentences



What is the progression of phonics?

Reading and writing irregular words 



How do we teach phonics?

• Recap of the sounds and irregular words the children have already 

learnt

•  Links are made with previous learning – eg. Recapping alternatives

•  A new sound or irregular word is introduced

•  The children practise reading words that contain that sound

•  The children practise spelling words that contain that sound

•  The children write sentences that contain words with the day’s sound 

as well as known irregular words



How do we teach phonics?

In the classroom –

•Make crafts to help remember the image / sound

•Sort objects by their initial sound

•Write on whiteboards / using glitter / with chalk

•Use magnetic letters 



Phonics Tracker 

Regular assessment using Phonics Tracker to identify gaps in 

phoneme and irregular word knowledge. 















Reading
• Initially picture books

• Then CVC words. 

• As the children develop their phonics knowledge and ability to blend, they will move onto 
books with simple phrases and sentences.

• Please read with your child every day, talking through the pictures, asking questions and 
getting the children to retell the story.

• Reading must be constant for children. Do draw their attention to all print in the 
environment – shops, signs, their favourite magazine etc.

• ‘My Reading Record’ – please record and sign that your child has read their school reading 
book every day.

• Please bring their reading folder to school every day. 

• The children will read with an adult and have their book changed once a week.
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Phonics - How to help your child at home:
• Magazine scavenger hunt – call out a sound and get your child to find it

• Sound or irregular word swat – write out some of the sounds or words your child needs to 

practise and spread them out on a table or the floor –  call out a sound or word and your 

child needs to use a fly swatter, or their hand, to ‘swat’ the correct piece of paper

• Use chalk to write some sounds or words on the pavement or in your garden – get your child 

to jump from each sound or word identifying them as they go

• Play I-spy - ”I spy with my little eye something that begins with…” using the sound rather 
than letter name – you could also try oral blending too

• Play snap or a memory game – write irregular words or sounds onto piece of paper and use 

them for snap or matching pairs – you could do this for alternative spellings too

• Hide sounds or words around the house for your child to find



Activities to try now:

• Activity 1: Roll a sound – Take it in turns. Choose a different coloured counter 

each. Cover up the grapheme. 

• Activity 2: I spy – Find something on the picture that matches a sound. 

• Activity 3: Roll and Read – Practise segmenting and blending the words.

• Activity 4: Word building – Use magnetic letters to build words e.g. sat, pat, pin
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