
Welcome to our 
Phonics Workshop



If you hear the fire alarm, please stop what you are 

doing and follow the teachers outside.

A register will be taken to ensure everyone is present.

Use of mobile phones is not permitted in school. Please keep 

these in your bag or pocket (on silent).

The children will be brought down at 3.20 to join for the final 10 minutes.

Any siblings will be looked after by Mr Mayes and Miss Mansfield until 

3.30.



Aims:

•To understand how phonics is taught at Burwell Village 
College Primary School.

•To understand how you can support your child with their 
phonics and reading at home.



Vocabulary that we use
• Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound. Eg. /a/

• Grapheme: The written symbol for a sound. Eg. a

• Digraph: Two letters that make one sound. Eg. /ai/

• Trigraph: Three letters that make one sound. Eg. /igh/

• Quadgraph: Four letters that make one sound. Eg. /eigh/

• Split vowel digraph: Two letters that make one sound that are split with a 

consonant. Eg. /a-e/ like in cake

• Sound buttons: Each sound button indicates an individual sound. 

Eg. cat  rain  make
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• CVC word: Single syllable word made up of a consonant, vowel, 

consonant. Eg. Pig or light

• Irregular word: A word that does not fit with the spelling rules that 

the children have learnt

• High Frequency word: Words that appear most frequently in written 

text

• Decoding: Breaking a written word into sounds

• Blending: Joining individual sounds together to read a word

• Oral blending: Hearing the sounds in a word and putting them 

together

• Segmenting: Hearing the individual sounds in words to spell



What is the progression of phonics?

•The children start by learning the sound for individual letters



What is the progression of phonics?

•They then move on to learning the sound that groups of letters 

make



What is the progression of phonics?

• When they are confident with recognising the sounds that 

letters make they can begin to put sounds together (blending) to 

read words      cat          sat 

• Identifying digraphs / trigraphs within words

coat             down            shop



What is the progression of phonics?

Writing

• Identifying initial sounds

• They learn how to represent those sounds with graphemes

• Writing simple CVC words

• Then words that contain more complex sounds or are multi-syllabic

• Then they write captions and sentences



What is the progression of phonics?

Reading and writing irregular words 



How do we teach phonics?

• Recap of the sounds and irregular words the children have already 

learnt

• Links are made with previous learning – eg. Recapping alternatives

• A new sound or irregular word is introduced

• The children practise reading words that contain that sound

• The children practise spelling words that contain that sound

• The children write sentences that contain words with the day’s sound 

as well as known irregular words



How do we teach phonics?

In the classroom –

•Make crafts to help remember the image / sound

•Sort objects by their initial sound

•Write on whiteboards / using glitter / with chalk

•Use magnetic letters 



Phonics Tracker 

Regular assessment using Phonics Tracker to identify gaps in 

phoneme and irregular word knowledge. 
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How to help your child at home:
• Magazine scavenger hunt – call out a sound and get your child to find it

• Sound or irregular word swat – write out some of the sounds or words your child needs to 

practise and spread them out on a table or the floor – call out a sound or word and your 

child needs to use a fly swatter, or their hand, to ‘swat’ the correct piece of paper

• Use chalk to write some sounds or words on the pavement or in your garden – get your child 

to jump from each sound or word identifying them as they go

• Play I-spy - ”I spy with my little eye something that begins with…” using the sound rather 
than letter name – you could also try oral blending too

• Play snap or a memory game – write irregular words or sounds onto piece of paper and use 

them for snap or matching pairs – you could do this for alternative spellings too

• Hide sounds or words around the house for your child to find



Activities to try now:

• Activity 1: Roll a sound – take it in turns. Choose a different coloured counter 

each. Cover up the grapheme. 

• Activity 2: Snap – sounds and pictures. 

• Activity 3: I spy – turn over card and find something on the picture that matches 

the sound. 

• Activity 4: Word building – use cards to build words e.g. sat, pat, pin


