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Burwell Village College Primary School is committed to the highest standards of safeguarding. We implement a 

number of rigorous and robust processes that gather and evaluate child protection-relevant evidence about any 

persons who may interact with pupils.  

All employee, governor and volunteer posts are subject to satisfactory completion of an enhanced DBS check and 

evidence of proof of right to work in the UK.  Once this has been verified, all adults must read the safeguarding poli-

cy and the DfE’s Keeping Children Safe in Education document (KCSiE) as part of the school’s yearly safeguarding 

training.  

S a f e g u a r d i n g  



At Burwell Village College Primary School, we want our pupils and our staff to be curious, motivated, life-

long learners. We want them love coming to school because they love learning. We want them to look 

forward to tomorrow because they know that each new day will present new and exciting learning 

opportunities. We want to inspire our pupils and foster in them a thirst for knowledge and a hunger to 

develop new skills.  

That begins from the moment they walk through the door into Early Years. 

O u r  V i s i o n  

E v e r y  C h i l d  i s  U n i q u e  

Inspiring Opportunities Compassionate Citizens Strong Foundations 

Each child who joins us at Burwell Village College Primary School has their own special mix of interests, 

personality traits, talents and life experiences that makes them unique. 

We value difference. We welcome diversity. We encourage self-expression. 

When brought together and shared, explored and understood, this is what helps us all to learn and grow 

into confident and respectful friends, neighbours and colleagues.  

Every child should have access to the 

kind of experiences that enrich their 

understanding of the world and spark 

their curiosity to find out more. 

High quality teaching and learning 

should give children the in-depth 

knowledge and skills that will enable 

them to confidently move into each 

new step of their education. 

Supporting children to grow and suc-

ceed is about developing the whole 

child so that they become confident, 

resilient, independent learners who 

understand and have an impact on the 

world around them. 

O u r  Ai m s  

Three key principles underpin every aspect of our provision at Burwell Village College Primary School: 

Our goal is to immerse our pupils in our forward-thinking and  inspiring learning culture so that each and 

every one is equipped with the skills, knowledge and experience they need to be active, engaged, confi-

dent members of society. 
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Early Years Foundation Stage 



E x c i t i n g  L e a r n i n g  E n v i r o n m e n t s  

Our new Reception building is purpose-built to enable the delivery of a high-quality, Early Years and Foun-

dation Stage curriculum. The indoor environment has three learning pods for whole-class teaching; a 

large shared area for continuous provision and a separate area for painting and more messy activities.   

Our Reception block also has it’s own, large outdoor area that is an extension of the classroom with a cov-

ered area, mud kitchen and space for the children to develop their gross motor skills. 

The school pond is right next to our Reception area and is a constant source of awe and wonder for the 

children. 



T h e  E a r ly  Y e a r s  F r a m e w o r k  

The Early Years Framework is the statutory curriculum for children aged three to five. It: 

 ‘sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well.  

 ensures children are kept healthy and safe.  

 ensures that children have the knowledge and skills they need to start school.’                          (www.gov.uk) 

E a r l y  L e a r n i n g  G o a l s  

Communication and language 

 ELG: Listening, attention and understanding 

 ELG: Speaking 

 

Personal, social and emotional 

 ELG: Self-regulation 

 ELG: Managing self 

 ELG: Building relationships 

 ELG: Fine motor skills 

 

Physical Development 

 ELG: Gross motor skills 

 ELG: Fine motor skills 

 

 Communication and language 

 Physical development 

 Personal, social and emotional development 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive arts and design 

P r i m e  A r e a s  S p e c i f i c  A r e a s  

A r e a s  o f  L e a r n i n g  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  

The seven areas of learning and development above are further divided into Early Learning Goals (ELG) to enable 

Early Years practitioners to track children’s progress. 

Literacy 

 ELG: Comprehension 

 ELG: Word reading 

 ELG: Writing 

 

Mathematics 

 ELG: Number 

 ELG: Numerical patterns 

 

Understanding the World: 

 ELG: Past and present 

 ELG: People, culture and communities 

 ELG: The natural world 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 ELG: Creating with materials 

 ELG: Being imaginative and expressive 



Fun, engaging and carefully planned lessons enable our pupils to develop a 

deep understanding of number, shape, measure and pattern. With a vast ar-

ray of maths resources and manipulatives, as well great use of our wonderful 

outdoor area, the children learn through practice and play. 

R e a d i n g  

Anyone who loves reading knows that books open doors worlds and experi-

ences beyond our wildest imaginations. Giving children the key to open those 

doors is one of the greatest gifts we can give them.  

Our structured reading programme is designed to develop children’s reading 

skills so that they are able access and enjoy a wide range of literature. 

M a t h e m a t i c s  

E x p l o r e .  P l a y .  L e a r n .  

W r i t i n g  

Reception is a fun place to be! There is so much see and do, to stimulate the 

children and spark their curiosity.  

Through a combination of child-led, adult-led and adult-directed activities, 

both indoors and outdoors, the children develop their fine and gross motor 

control skills; learn about themselves and others.   

Every day, the children explore a wide range of areas, which are linked to 

their current theme (the body, celebrations, mini beasts, etc.) and give pupils 

the opportunity to achieve the Early Learning Goals. Learning through play, 

the children do, modelling and construction; they create and participate in 

physical games and role play, as well as reading exciting books and retelling 

stories using puppets and props. 

A c u r r i c u l u m  t h at  i n s p i r e s  c u r i o s i t y  

At Burwell Village College Primary School, we follow Jolly Phonics– a progres-

sive phonics programme with songs, actions and images to aid the children’s 

learning and retention. We focus on both reading and writing right from 

when the children first start school in Reception. The lessons are fun, inclu-

sive and give our pupils the basic skills they need to access the rest of the cur-

riculum. 

P h o n i c s  

Children’s creativity in writing is unleashed by giving them the tools and skills 

to express themselves. This begins with strong teaching of phonics and fine 

motor control and is developed through opportunities to apply their skills in a 

range different contexts. 



Starting school is an exciting time but it also a really big step into the unknown so getting off to a good 

start is important. That’s why we have a comprehensive transition programme in place.  

We work with parents, carers and early years settings to make our new reception starters’ first impres-

sions of school positive and inspiring. 

 

Prior to starting, the transition into Reception includes (all dates to be confirmed): 

 Staff from early years and childcare settings share information about the children with Burwell Re-

ception teachers. 

 June 2022– morning or afternoon session in school for new starters. 

 One-to-one meetings with your child’s Reception teacher take place during June/July 2022. 

 New Reception starters come to us for a pre-school, morning visit in July 2022. 

 Parents and children are invited for lunch with us in July 2022. 

S m o o t h  T r a n s i t i o n s  

Once the children have officially joined the school, the transition continues with: 

 Exploration of the school and where everyone is (staff and pupils) 

 Parents’ evenings in the autumn term and spring terms 

 Transition day and ‘meet the teacher’ day in summer term ready to move into Year 1 

(The transition process is subject to COVID-19 safety guidelines and regulations.) 
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Key Stages 1 & 2  

 



At Burwell Village College Primary School, we want our pupils to be curious, motivated, life-long learners. 

We want them love coming to school because they love learning. We want them to look forward to 

tomorrow because they know that each new day will present new and exciting learning opportunities. 

We want to inspire our pupils and foster in them  a thirst for knowledge and a hunger to develop new 

skills.  

That is why we have developed an exciting new curriculum offer that will deepen our pupils’ learning 

across a broad range of subjects and beyond. 

S pa r k i n g  T h e i r  C u r i o s i t y  

A  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  

t h e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  
From history to drama, music to enterprising, and DT to social 

media, our curriculum will spark our pupils’ imaginations and 

inspire them to want to find out more. With opportunities for 

self-guided projects, team activities and choice over what they 

study and when, our curriculum will prepare our pupils for suc-

cess as they progress through the rest of their academic career. 

Fostering a love of learning. 

Creating curious, motivated, 

life-long learners 



A L e a r n i n g  C o m m u n i t y  

Being an excellent teacher is not just about having the necessary skills, or understanding the pedagogy 

behind the role; it’s a philosophy, a culture, a way of life.  

If we want our children to be curious and have that hunger to learn, we need passionate teachers who 

are driven by a desire to learn and master their craft themselves. We need teachers who, every day, mod-

el acting on their curiosity and directing their own research; investigating and coming up with more ques-

tions; being excited about what they might learn next. 

For that reason, half a day of continued professional development (CPD) is built into our curriculum time-

table, every week, for all teaching staff. 

‘Interest is a powerful motivational process that energises learning, guides academic and 
career trajectories, and is essential to academic success.’  (Harackiewicz, et al. 2016) 

We all know that we put more time and effort into the things we enjoy; we are more inspired to study 

topics that interest us. Acknowledgement of this is just as important for teachers as it is for pupils. When 

teachers are able to build lessons and units around their own interests, they feel a greater degree of per-

sonal investment in that teaching learning. That enthusiasm is abundantly clear in lessons and ultimately 

instills the children with the same curiosity and excitement– enthusiasm is contagious! 

Our bespoke curriculum, whilst covering the National Curriculum objectives, allows for teachers to decide 

on the context within which those objectives are delivered.  For example,  Mrs Bradley (Year 6) has cho-

sen to teach performance in the context of music through the decades, 1920s onwards, whereas Miss 

Beal (also Year 6) is teaching musical performance in the context of traditional musicals. 

N u r t u r i n g  O u t s t a n d i n g  S t a f f  

T e a c h e r s  w h o  l o v e  t e a c h i n g  

E f f e c t i v e l y  m a n a g i n g  t e a c h e r  w o r k l o a d  

A teacher’s job is never done; there’s always more to do so it’s our responsibility to support our staff in 

the effective use of their time. One of the ways in which we do this is integral to the pupil choice element 

of our unique curriculum– teachers plan just one unit per year for each of art, DT, music and PE (KS1) or 

Cultural Capital (KS2).  They then teach these units each term to different groups of children each time. 



It is important to us that our curriculum be bespoke to Burwell Village College Primary School– just as 

each one of our pupils is unique, so too is our curriculum offer. It has been designed using the knowledge 

and expertise of our own teaching professionals and leaders, all of whom bring together a wealth experi-

ence from a range of disciplines and backgrounds.  

In line with our school values, our forward-thinking curriculum promotes and encourages curiosity, deep 

understanding and learning-ambition. The children’s acquisition and mastery of key skills and knowledge 

are strengthened in their application across and between content, subjects and year groups. 

A Ta i l o r - m a d e  C u r r i c u l u m  

The ability to read is one of the greatest gifts that we can give to children– it allows them access to worlds far be-

yond their reach and immerses them in experiences beyond their wildest imaginations. That is why the develop-

ment of strong decoding and comprehension skills underpins our English teaching and learning. 

With a large library at the front of the school, a mini library upstairs; small book corners in every classroom and 

high quality texts linked to every English unit, the children are exposed to an endless sea of reading materials. 

E n g l i s h  R e a d i n g  

Pupils’ creativity in writing is unleashed by giving them the skills and tools to be able to express themselves. 

Through the study of different text types and authors, the pupils learn how to create detailed images in the read-

er’s mind; how the careful choice of words can change the emotions experienced by the reader and how all of this, 

along with the skillful use of grammar, engages and captures the reader’s attention. 

E n g l i s h  W r i t i n g  

At Burwell Village College Primary School, our phonics curriculum is tailored to our 

pupils and focuses on both reading and writing right from when they first start 

school in Reception. The lessons are fun, inclusive and give children the basic skills 

they need to access the rest of the curriculum. 

P h o n i c s  

Fun, engaging and carefully planned lessons enable our pupils to develop a deep understand-

ing of number; become fast and fluent with their arithmetic skills and apply their mathemati-

cal knowledge to challenging reasoning problems. With a vast array of maths resources and 

manipulatives in all year groups, the children build strong visual representations  of mathe-

matical concepts and learn through practice and play. 

M a t h e m a t i c s  



S c i e n c e  

Science at Burwell Village College Primary School is synonymous with excitement: from 

exploring the ecosystem of our school pond to discovering the origins of the species, our 

pupils  have countless opportunities for investigation and child-led learning.  

Familiarity with skills and concepts beyond the traditional school curriculum subjects is key to preparing children for 

life in the real world. 

In their enterprise units, pupils will work on a community, charity or business project. Both in an individual capacity 

and as part of a team, they will work to a project brief, developing their ability to problem-solve, communicate pro-

fessionally, think strategically, prioritise and manage their time. 

Every term, in Key Stage 2, pupils will choose from one of four Cultural Capital units: 

 Enterprise 

 Social Media 

 Personal Research Project 

 Drama 

Pupils will develop their drama skills, working on voice projection and intonation, body language, facial expressions, 

timing  and audience awareness. They will work as a group towards a shared performance at the end of the term. 

Children nowadays are not only exposed to social media 

but a large part of their lives play out over digital 

platforms. Therefore, it is vital that pupils are taught 

how social media can be used safely and positively to 

enhance their experience of the world. 

In their social media unit, pupils will develop blogs, web-

sites and TikTok posts to express their views. 

In their personal research project, pupils exercise a 

greater degree of choice over the topic that they 

choose to investigate and how they choose to present 

it. It’s an opportunity for them to really get stuck in to 

learning around their own personal interests and ap-

ply all of the skills that they have developed while 

studying the rest of the curriculum. 

D r a m a  

E n t e r p r i s e  

C u l t u r a l  C a p i t a l  K S 2  

S o c i a l  M e d i a  P e r s o n a l  P r o j e c t  

Pupils who need extra support should not have to miss lessons to access that support, which is why we have 

dedicated, daily sessions for booster activities and specialised interventions built into our curriculum timetable.  All 

of this support is delivered by teachers and trained teaching assistants so that pupils make rapid progress in the 

areas they need to. 

B o o s t e r s  a n d  I n t e rv e n t i o n s  



E x a m p l e  C u r r i c u l u m  T i m e t a b l e s  

C o m p u t i n g  

Computing and ICT are fundamental aspects of the world we live in today. Virtualisation, ambient intelligence and 

‘always-on social networking’ will be integral parts of life and work for the next generation so we must ensure that 

our pupils are well-equipped to thrive and succeed in the new digital age. Pulling on its deep links with maths, sci-

ence and DT, our computing curriculum teaches children  about programming, computational thinking, data and, 

most importantly, safe and responsible use of information and communications technologies. 

Physical and mental health go hand-in-hand, which is why our PE curriculum is a key part of 

our pupils’ primary education. Not only will pupils work on their agility, balance and co-

ordination within a broad range of sports, they will also develop their personal fitness, 

sporting intelligence, team work and individual sports techniques. They will also be able to 

swim 25 meters by the end of Year 6. 

With a huge field, two large playgrounds, access to Burwell Sports Centre’s astro pitch, two 

indoor halls and a wealth of sports equipment, PE lessons at Burwell Primary school are 

limitless. 

P E  

Through hands-on activities, engaging trips and visits, and interroga-

tion of sources, pupils learn about our own and other civilisations, past 

and present.  They will question, compare, debate, analyse and evalu-

ate key moments in history and cultures that have shaped the world 

we live in today. They will learn about their own place in time and 

space, developing a deep understanding of Earth’s rich diversity of 

people, places, resources, landscapes and environments. 

H i s t o r y  &  G e o g r a p h y  

R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n  

Equality, understanding, tolerance, acceptance, respect– these are all qualities that underpin our ethos as a school 

and are strongly promoted through our RE curriculum. Our pupils learn about world religions and their beliefs as a 

basis to understanding others’ perspectives and points of view. We believe it this understanding of others that will 

equip our pupils to be compassionate members of society. 

R i c h n e s s  a n d  D i v e r s i t y  



Taking a degree of responsibility for their own study is an important 

part of pupils’ development towards becoming proactive, self-directed 

learners– a skill which is vital in their later academic  life. 

 

For two afternoons each week, pupils will study units of their choice 

from a selection within art, DT, music and either PE (Key Stage 1) or Cul-

tural Capital (Key Stage 2).  

 

The children will choose three out of four available topics for each sub-

ject every year (one per term in each subject) with the selection of top-

ics on offer being different in each year group. This means that the chil-

dren can take ownership of their learning according to the develop-

ment of their personal interests as the year progresses. 

P u p i l  C h o i c e  

A r t  

As well as gaining a broad appreciation of the work of eminent artists and cultures throughout history, our pupils 

learn and develop the drawing, painting and sculpture skills involved in creating pieces of art from a wide range of 

artistic movements. 



By the end of their primary education, pupils will be competent and confident in the range 

of skills that comprise the design, production and evaluation processes of design and 

technology (DT) .  Every year, the children will participate in three from a choice of four DT 

projects, including cooking and nutrition, structures, mechanisms and electrical systems, 

progressively building upon their DT skills each year within different contexts. 

D e s i g n  T e c h n o l o g y  

Listening and appreciation, performance, and composition 

are the broad areas of study in music through which pupils 

will develop their knowledge, understanding and love of 

music. Each year, they will learn about different genres of 

music, a wide range of musicians and their impact. 

M u s i c  

L u n c h t i m e  

T r i p s  &  V i s i t s  

Children enjoy their lunch in our bright, spacious dining hall,  choosing from a variety of options including school 

packed lunch, jacket potato,  hot meal, vegetarian option or their own home packed lunch.  

Lunch menus are on the school website and school-prepared lunches are paid for via our online system– Scopay. 

A wide range of off-site learning activities and events take place throughout the year to support and extend pupils 

knowledge and skills as well as to ignite their interest and introduce them to new topics. We also have themed days 

in school, which tie in to particular year groups’ history or science units, such as Egyptian Day or Victorian Day. 

There are also sports festivals, sports competitions and  the Year 6 residential trip. 



For more information or to organize a visit to our school, please contact the school office: 

 Tel: 01638 613103 

 Email: office@burwellvillage.cambs.sch.uk 

  

  

 Office opening times: 

 Burwell Village College Primary  

 The Causeway 

 Burwell 

 Cambridgeshire 

 CB25 0DU 

C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  

U n i f o r m  &  E q u i p m e n t  

Upper body: 

 Navy blue polo shirt 

 Navy blue sweatshirt or cardigan 

Lower body: 

 Black skirt, shorts, trousers or pinafore dress 

       (No leggings, jeans, jersey skirts or dresses)    

Footwear: 

 Black flat shoes. No commercial logos. No boots 

 Black socks 

P.E. Kit: 

 Navy blue t-shirt. (No commercial logos) 

Water bottle (filled with water only) 
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“To nurture and inspire compassionate and motivated pupils, who achieve more through an exciting and 
rich school experience delivered by highly skilled and knowledgeable staff.”  


